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Motoring ahead
at Goodwood

BIGGA Master Greenkeep-
er Phil Helmn is currently 
settling in to the new posi-
tion of General Manager of 
Sports Turf and Grounds at 
Goodwood.

Phil previously oversaw both 
of the legendary venue’s 18 
hole golf courses – the Downs 
and the Park – as Courses 
Manager. His new role means 
he is in charge of overseeing 
the team as they care for all 
turf at the legendary venue, 
which includes the cricket 
grounds, motor sport track, 
airfields and lawn areas. We 
caught up with Phil in West 
Sussex to find out more…

on how to manage the unique 
difficulties and requirements 
of motor circuit verges, air-
fields, cricket pitches and or-
namental lawn grass!

Q What has been the high-
light of your time at Good-
wood?

So many, and I’ve only been 
here 18 months. Watching 
Spitfires buzzing the tree tops 
over the golf courses while 
practising for the Goodwood 
vintage revival event and get-
ting behind the ropes at the 
Festival of Speed motor event. 
Chatting with Damon Hill on 
the chipping green, taking a 
race round the motor circuit 
track in a BMW sports car…
genuinely, the list goes on!

How Phil Helmn MG and the team at Goodwood care 
for the fabulous 12,000 acre site with the help of 
BIGGA Education Supporter Agronomic Services

future as my career soon took 
me on a series of four con-
struction/grow-in roles both 
in the UK and aboard.

My career eventually led 
me to Goodwood. As well as 
responsibility for the two golf 
courses, myself and the team 
look after the motor sport are-
as, cricket, grass airfields and 
other event areas.

Q What particular chal-
lenges do you face on the 
two courses?

Like most turf managers, 
the pressure of needing to car-
ry out essential maintenance 
work on the playing surfaces, 
especially the greens, while 
trying to maintain first class 
services for our customers 

Q How did you become in-
volved in greenkeeping?

During my teens I pretty 
much grew up on a golf course 
as my father was a golf pro-
fessional based at Morecambe 
Golf Club. I used to help out at 
his pro shop and then started 
doing summer greenkeeping 
work out on the course. 

When I left school I enrolled 
on a greenkeeping course at 
Myerscough College. I soon 
realised I had chosen the per-
fect profession for me. I then 
managed to secure a place 
on the Ohio State Program, 
and worked on a construc-
tion/grow-in of a Florida golf 
course. I didn’t know it at 
the time, but that experience 
stood me in good stead for the 

formance is the use of the Flo-
ratine foliar/soil liquid feed 
programme. We are able to 
fine tune the nutrient input 
of the plant, giving it exactly 
what it needs as a supplement 
when the plant needs it and 
how it can best ‘take it in’ - ei-
ther straight to the leaf blade 
or the root by using different 
products to suit.

Q Who do you use for ag-
ronomic advice and why?

I am very pleased to be work-
ing with two of the country’s 
top advisers, David Snowden 
and David Stansfield, to bet-
ter understand the best way to 
produce great playing surfac-
es on the courses. I’m looking 
forward to seeking their views 

is tricky to say the least. Ex-
plaining why we greenkeepers 
continually seem to have the 
urge to ‘spoil the surfaces just 
when we have got them look-
ing good’ is a constant chal-
lenge…I think we are getting 
better at getting our message 
across! 

Q Which products do 
you use and what do you 
achieve with them?

For the greens we have a 
dual fertiliser regime con-
sisting of mini granule NPK 
applications throughout the 
growing season, Agronomic 
Services put together a be-
spoke package for us. Where 
we have begun to see a real 
breakthrough in the turf per-
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Q Do you still enjoy play-
ing golf and what are your 
favourite holes on the two 
courses?

I am encouraged to play as 
much as possible and I en-
courage my team to do the 
same. The most memorable 
hole for me on the Downs 
course is the par three 8th. 
It is framed fantastically with 
our new bunkering recent-
ly completed, and it’s on top 
of the downs with a stun-
ning backdrop of the English 
Channel and the Isle of Wight. 
The Park course is great and 
I think the best for me is the 
18th, for no other reason than 
I always seem to score ok on it 
and I know I am not far away 
from a Goodwood home brew 
lager in the bar!

Q Which particular ag-
ronomic problem have you 
managed to turn around 
and how?

On both courses I inher-
ited a thatch problem. The 
challenge was to reduce this 
but without the disruption of 
extensive hollow coring. Aer-
ation work inevitably had to 
continue, however by apply-
ing some of the key Floratine 
foliar/soil liquid products we 
have been able to begin to re-
duce our thatch levels without 
the usual disruption. 

Key products for us have 
been Floratine’s Thatch Bust-
er and Agronomic Services’ 
Oxy-Rush. However, using 
these products alone is not 
enough. I’m still learning, by 
using a combination of Ag-

ronomic Services products 
we are producing a healthi-
er plant and soil profile. I’ve 
used David Snowden and the 
Floratine range now for just 
over eight years on three golf 
courses and they definitely 
help my teams produce great 
surfaces. 

Q Tell us about the team 
at Goodwood.

I’m lucky to work with two 
great Head Greenkeepers - 
Andy Brown on the Downs 
and Simon Berry on the Park, 
and deputies Rob Dyer and 
Paul Oliver. The rest of the 
greenkeeping team who work 
on the two courses are Matt 
Groome, Chris Stone, Gary 
Holmes, Darren Savage, John 
Green, Karl Venus, Sean 
Blyth, Russ Carr, Billy Nash, 
Adrian Gale (senior mechanic) 
and Sefton Jones (apprentice 
mechanic).

It looks like I’m going to be 
very busy in my new role, but 
it’s going to be a very excit-
ing challenge. I have fantas-
tic team here and together we 
can achieve all our goals.

Q What advice would you 
give to young greenkeepers 
starting out in their ca-
reers?

Work hard, listen to those 
professionals who have got the 
experience, always have a ‘can 
do’ attitude and realise that 
formal education will enable 
you to develop personally. Be 
patient and be respectful of 
colleges and fellow profession-
als within the industry. 


